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Congratulations to Maggie Woo Kinshella
2019-2020 Vanier Award Recipient

The CICH team is thrilled to announce that Maggie Woo Kinshella has been
awarded the highly prestigious 2019-2020 Vanier Canada Graduate
Scholarship from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR). As a Vanier
Scholar, she is among a select group of accomplished doctoral students with
demonstrated leadership skills and a high standard of scholarly achievement.
 
Maggie is a PhD student in the Reproductive and Developmental Sciences
(RDS) program at the University of British Columbia. She has also long been an
integral part of the PRE-EMPT team . She began her work with PRE-EMPT as a
Research Assistant; now, as a Global Health Research Coordinator, her
unwavering commitment to maternal health continues to inspire.
 
Her current focus on maternal nutrition and pregnancy hypertension is driven
by a passion to reduce disparities in health, especially among marginalized
women. Her research is a part of the PRECISE network , which plans to recruit
a cohort of 10,000 women across Kenya, Mozambique, and the Gambia.
Through the Vanier scholarship, Maggie will be working on mapping the
pathways of risk between maternal dietary patterns and pregnancy

hypertension for women in sub-Saharan Africa.
 

Learn more about the Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarships.

Image: Maggie Woo Kinshella, courtesy of PRE-EMPT.

International Pediatric Nurse Clare Komugisha
wins award from the Sepsis Alliance
In the Year of the Nurse and Midwife , we are thrilled
to celebrate one of the integral nurses for our projects
in Uganda: Clare Komugisha.

Clare is the Nurse Supervisor for both the Smart
Discharges and the Smart Triage projects, which work
to improve outcomes for children during and after
hospitalization in Uganda. In 2012, Clare joined our
team as a Research Nurse with Smart Discharges; she
was promoted to Research Nurse Supervisor in 2017.
Mentoring project nurses to effectively identify, treat,
and discharge children with sepsis is a large part of her
role; however, Clare is also deeply involved in program
planning to ensure that our work is culturally
appropriate and locally relevant.

Clare is being recognized by the Sepsis Alliance for her work as an International Pediatric Nurse. The full list of
awardees includes:

http://www.bcchildrens.ca/international
https://pre-empt.obgyn.ubc.ca/
https://precisenetwork.org/about/the-precise-network/
https://vanier.gc.ca/en/home-accueil.html
https://www.who.int/campaigns/year-of-the-nurse-and-the-midwife-2020
https://www.bcchr.ca/smart-discharges
https://www.bcchr.ca/globalhealth/our-research/smart-triage
https://www.sepsis.org/
https://obgyn.utoronto.ca/form/global-womens-health-journal-club
http://ow.ly/xF0g50B2XNl
https://www.bcchr.ca/research/research-themes/healthy-starts
https://rc.bcchr.ca/redcap/surveys/?s=XHACXMAY9F


International Pediatric Nurse: Clare Komugisha
Pediatric Nurse: Nicole Magers and Cheryle Aizley
Sepsis Coordinator: Maureen K. Holtz
Student Nurse: Mugabe Mathias and Gabrielle Lee Seilbach

We will continue to work with Clare as Smart Discharges builds into its third phase of research, and through the
initial phases of Smart Triage.

Image: Nurse supervisor Clare Komugisha works with a physician to assess a patient for the Smart Discharges
program.

Global Health Journal Club

Download the article here:  10.1126/scitranslmed.aax4517
REGISTER HERE

Publication Spotlight

The Community-Level Interventions for Pre-
eclampsia (CLIP) cluster randomised trials in
Mozambique, Pakistan, and India: an individual
participant-level meta-analysis. The Lancet.
2020, August;396(10250):553-563.

The objective of the Community-Level
Interventions for Pre-eclampsia (CLIP) cluster
randomised controlled trial (cRCT) was to test
the hypothesis that implementing community-
level, evidence-based care focussed on
pregnancy hypertension would reduce all-cause
maternal, fetal and newborn mortality and major
morbidity, without causing harm.

Image from PRE-EMPT.

Want to share something you’ve recently published? We’d love to hear from you . 

September is Sepsis Awareness Month!

What is Sepsis?

Sepsis is the body’s overwhelming and life-threatening response to

http://10.1126/scitranslmed.aax4517
https://obgyn.utoronto.ca/form/global-womens-health-journal-club
http://ow.ly/KHHs50B53qK
mailto:cichinfo@cw.bc.ca


infection, which can lead to tissue damage, organ failure, and death.

Learn more about Sepsis Awareness Month and the Sepsis Alliance at
www.SepsisAwarenessMonth.org.

#SepsisAwarenessMonth #SAM2020 @SepsisAlliance

Images from the Sepsis Alliance.

Events for Sepsis Awareness Month #SAM2020

SEPTEMBER 9, 2020

GLOBAL SESPSIS ALLIANCE | WORLD SEPSIS CONGRESS

SEPTEMBER 12, 2020

PALISI | WORLD SEPSIS DAY EVENT

SEPTEMBER 12 - 16, 2020 | 5 days, 24 hours a day!

WORLD SEPSIS MEETING | BREAKING BARRIERS AROUND THE WORLD

SEPTEMBER 16-17, 2020

SEPSIS ALLIANCE | THE SEPSIS ALLIANCE SUMMIT

Call for New Members | Join the Sepsis CoLab
The Pediatric Sepsis Data CoLaboratory (Sepsis CoLab) is a new international
data-sharing network of healthcare workers, policy makers, researchers, and
advocacy partners working to address pediatric sepsis mortality and morbidity.
The Sepsis CoLab provides a virtual platform for high quality data collection and
sharing that enables improved modelling and analytics, drives quality
improvement in clinical care, and facilities a community for sharing best
practices and for advocacy globally. CoLab Members have access to guidelines,
tools, data, algorithms, and many other resources shared through our Scholars
Portal Dataverse.

For those interested in joining the Pediatric Sepsis CoLab, we invite you to
complete our 5-minute long membership application survey:

Membership Survey

CICH Trainee Spotlight

Josh

Fernandez
Student

Computer

Josh is a senior student at
Simon Fraser University ,
studying Software Systems
with a minor in Interactive
Arts and Technology During
his co-op with the CICH,
Josh helped build the Smart
Triages’ patient tracking

http://www.sepsisawarenessmonth.org
https://wscspotlight.org/
https://www.palisi.org/world-sepsis-day
https://worldsepsismeeting.com/
https://www.sepsis.org/the-sepsis-alliance-summit
https://rc.bcchr.ca/redcap/surveys/?s=EDCYL7AC79
https://files.constantcontact.com/2f9ea0e0601/51b99f9e-42e5-4167-b6f8-d392e56c1ccc.pdf
https://www.sfu.ca/about.html
https://www.sfu.ca/computing/prospective-students/undergraduate-students/programs/degree-programs/softwaresystems.html
https://www.sfu.ca/siat.html


Programmer

Trainee Interview

system while developing
both hard and soft skills.

<- Learn more about Josh's
work at the link!

Events & Opportunities

Healthy Starts & the CICH present:

Determinants of Breastfeeding
in Malawi Coffee & Learn

Barriers and facilitators for early and exclusive
breastfeeding support in health facilities in sub-
Saharan Africa: A systematic review | Sarina Prasad,
Research Assistant, PRE-EMPT

Familiar but neglected: Recommendations to close
the gap on exclusive breastfeeding support in
Health Facilities in Malawi | Dr. Linda Nyondo-
Mipando, Qualitative Lead – IMCHA; Deputy Dean,
School of Public Health, Malawian College of
Medicine

Insufficient breastmilk production as a challenge to
early and exclusive breastmilk: perspectives and
experiences of health workers and caregivers at
health facilities in Malawi | Olivia Piccolo, Masters in
Global Health student, McMaster University

Beliefs and practices around expressed breastmilk
for preterm and low birth weight infants at health
facilities in Malawi | Anna-Joy Ong, Masters in Public
Health student, Simon Fraser University

Beyond early initiation to breastfeeding: Challenges
and opportunities for continued facility-based
breastfeeding support in Malawi | Sangwani Salimu,
Research Intern, Malawi-Liverpool Wellcome Trust;
IMCHA Qualitative Research Coordinator

RSVP Here

CALL FOR

PAPERS

Details here

Frontiers in Global Women's Health  is inviting
researchers to submit their work for a special theme
issue on:

"Mobile health for non-physician caregivers providing
Obstetric care".

Submissions will be accepted until November 2020.

https://files.constantcontact.com/2f9ea0e0601/51b99f9e-42e5-4167-b6f8-d392e56c1ccc.pdf
https://rc.bcchr.ca/redcap/surveys/?s=XHACXMAY9F
https://www.frontiersin.org/research-topics/13389/mobile-health-tools-for-non-physician-caregivers-providing-obstetric-care
https://oatext.com/Frontiers-in-Womens-Health-FWH.php#gsc.tab=0


Grant Opportunities

Canadian Investigators and Trainees

CIHR Fall 2020 Project Grant: Ask Me Anything

Workshops on September 9 @ 12 PM or September 11 @ 10 AM

CIHR is hosting an online webinar to review relevant opportunities and tips for applicants. Links for the
meetings are here .

NOTE: The Registration deadline for the Fall 2020 Competition is Sep 16.

IDRC Research Awards 2021

Due: Sept 16, 2020

Supports graduate students or recent post-graduates
wishing to undertake research in developing
countries. Salary support (CAD $42,033 to $48,659),
plus $15,000 for travel/research support. Open to
Canadians, permanent residents of Canada, and
citizens of developing countries enrolled in a
master’s or a doctoral degree at a Canadian
university or graduate from a recognized
university. Details here.

Dr Tom Hall Education 
Grants (CUGH)

Due: Oct 1, 2020

$5,000 for 1 year projects that improve education
outcomes, advance knowledge, or address the
implementation and scaling up of an initiative that
improves human and environmental outcomes.
Includes capacity-building in LMICs and global health
education. Details here. 

Canadian Child Health Clinician Scientist Program

Due: Oct 1, 2020

Salary support for Canadian child health clinician-scientists. Applicants must have an active license to
practice their clinical specialty in Canada or be registered in a combined clinical and research program.
Open to Doctoral Students, Post-Doctoral Fellows, and Early Career Investigators. Details here.

Investigators in LMICs

Global Effort on COVID-19 (GECO)
Health Research - MRC

Due: Sept 28, 2020

Up to £1m over 18 months to support projects
that address the impacts of COVID-19 in LMICs
and has a direct and primary focus on improving
health in LMIC countries. This includes the
indirect consequences of the pandemic on
issues such as maternal and neonatal health.

Open to investigators in LMICs.

More details.

Harnessing Data Science for Health
Discovery and Innovation in Africa
(DS-I Africa)

LOI: Early Nov 2020. 
Full application: Early Dec 2020

Supports development of a collabora ve
consor um to spur discoveries and innova ons
that improve health for African individuals,
communi es, and popula ons through data
science. NIH is calling for applica ons in 4
areas: an open data science pla orm and
coordina ng center; research hubs; research
training programs; and ethical, legal and social
implica ons research. 5 years of funding, must
be led by an African academic institution or not-
for-profit organisation.

More details.

https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/45096.html
https://www.researchnet-recherchenet.ca/rnr16/vwOpprtntyDtls.do?prog=3351&view=currentOpps&org=CIHR&type=EXACT&resultCount=25&sort=program&all=1&masterList=true
https://www.idrc.ca/en/funding/idrc-research-awards-2021
https://www.cugh.org/sites/default/files/Call for Hall Grant Proposals FINAL 7.15.2020.pdf
http://cchcsp.ca/index.php/awards/salary-awards/
https://mrc.ukri.org/funding/browse/geco-health-research/global-effort-on-covid-19-geco-health-research-aug2020/
https://commonfund.nih.gov/AfricaData/funding


 
Have questions, suggestions, or something to share?

Email us at cichinfo@cw.bc.ca so we can include it in our next quarterly
eUpdate. Follow us on Twitter @cichinfo for regular updates!

Centre for International Child Health | BC Children's Hospital | cichinfo@cw.bc.ca 
If you would no longer like to receive our newsletter please send us an email with subject heading "Unsubscribe"
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